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CALIFORNIA POLITICAL

ATTORNEYS
ASSOCIATION

VIA FACSIMILE

Chairman Karen Getman and
Commissioners Swanson, Knox & Diowney
Fair Political Practices Commission

238 T Street, Suite 200
Sacramenio, CA 95374

Re:  January 17, 2003 Meeting
Itemm# 3
Proposed Amendments 1o Regulation 18312

Chatrman Getman and Commissioners:

[ am wnting on behalf of CPAA to offer our comments an the
proposed amendments to Resulation 18312,

CPAA supports and commends the Commission’s long-standing
commitment to hold "interested persons" meetings on proposed
regulations, fonns, manuals and other important procedural matters. The
proposed amendment to the regulation al decision point 1 accurately
r=flects the Commission's policy and we recommend its adoption.

CPAA dnes uroe the Commission to rject decision point 2. As
drafted, the amendment authorizes the Commission staff to hold
prenotice hearings. The PRA doss not authorize the stzffto hold
"hearings." Rather. that is the prerogative of the Commission,
Furthermore, if the intent 1s to provide the staff with the authority to
determine when prenotice hearings are necessary or not, we believe that
dectsion should remain with the Commission. The Commission has been
well served by providing the maximum opportunity for public input in
the past. Determining which proposed regulatory actions are "imporiant”
or "unimportant” is a policy question wliich should be lefl to.the
Commission ilself and not delegated to staff, Urgent matters can always
he handled with the Commissian's authority to adopt emergency

egulations.

CPAA also opposes the adoption of decision point 3. While we
understand the concern of the staff and Commission fo receive timely
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January 15, 2003 submission of written comments, we believe it does not serve the public or the
Comrmission’s interests to state that such submissians "will not be considered.” Whetlier a luic
filed wnitten subnussion will be considered should be the prerogative of the Commission as a
whole and each Commissioner individually. We all know. as practitioners that we assume the
nisk that filing written submissions late may not result in the due consideration we would hope.

If there is a burden on the agency in ‘ransmitting written submissions afier a reasonable
deadling, placing the responsibility for the transmital of comments on the filer may be a
reasonable alternative to staff's cwrrent recommendarion. The filer would zlso be clearly
assuming the risk that 2 commissioner may not receive their comments prior to attending the

mesting.
Thank you vary much for your consideration of these COIMImEents.
Very truly yours,

CALIFORNIA POLITICAL
ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION
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